
Research	  Questions	  and	  Methods	  Outline	  Table	  
 
Research  Question Sources of data and 

methods of capture  
Rationale Practical Issues 

(access, skills and resources) 
Ethical Issues 

1. Is mainstream HE 
Enterprise Education 
masculinist? 

Sources: 
Literature review, policy 
documents, module 
outlines, reading lists, 
classroom observations, 
interviews with staff and 
students 
Capture method: 
Discourse analysis of 
policy and research 
documents, 
field notes made during 
curriculum analysis and 
in classroom 

To analyse the knowledge base that underpins 
HE enterprise education. 
To explore how enterprise is presented in the 
classroom. 
To explore the gendered implications of 
different approaches to enterprise education 
across and within disciplines. 

Need to build relationships with staff 
in order to identify and gain access to 
relevant courses, materials and 
student groups. 
Need to establish an efficient protocol 
for collecting, preparing and 
analysing materials, including storage 
of field notes, documents and related 
papers/books used in literature. 

Need to reassure staff that I am 
critiquing and analysing the field HE and 
entrepreneurship and enterprise 
education and not their particular 
teaching methods. 
Need to ensure that student informants 
comments can not be identified by their 
respective teachers. 
Need to ensure that the HE institutional 
context of Northfield is suitably 
described and delineated but in a way 
that ensures anonymity. 
Need to be clear about research focus 
and purpose (but in a way that does not 
influence or bias participant responses). 

2. How are  
entrepreneurship and 
enterprise presented in 
mainstream HE  and is 
this discipline 
dependent? 

Data Sources: 
Module outlines, reading 
lists, teaching resources 
used in the classroom, 
literature review, staff 
participants, classroom 
observations 
Capture method: 
Field notes made during 
document analysis and 
in classroom. 
Semi-structured 
interviews with staff and 
students 

To provide an overview of current provision 
and approach to enterprise education across 
and within disciplines. 
To analyse the knowledge base that underpins 
HE enterprise education. 
To explore how entrepreneurship enterprise is 
presented in a variety of classroom settings. 
 

Need to build relationships with staff 
in order to identify and gain access to 
relevant courses, materials and 
student groups. 
Need to establish a protocol for 
analysing materials, including storage 
of field notes, documents and related 
issues from literature review 
(computer based). 

Need to be sensitive to those who have 
developed these materials and modules. 
Need to be clear about research focus 
and purpose (but in a way that does not 
influence or bias participant responses) 
to ensure informed consent. 
Need to emphasise confidentiality of 
discussions with staff and students 
around how enterprise is taught within 
particular disciplines/faculties. 

3. What role do  staff 
and students  have in the 
construction and 
negotiation of 
entrepreneurship, 

Data Sources: 
Literature review, policy 
and research documents, 
module outlines, reading 
lists, teaching resources 

To provide an overview of how staff are 
positioned within the wider field. 
To analyse the negotiation and presentation of 
entrepreneurship and education within 
different formal and informal classroom 

Need to build relationships with staff 
in order to identify and gain access to  
relevant courses, materials and 
student groups. 
Issues about accessing audio 

Need to be sensitive to those who have 
developed these materials and modules. 
Need to be clear about research focus 
and purpose (but in a way that does not 
influence or bias participant responses) 



enterprise and the 
entrepreneur? 

used in the classroom, 
staff participant 
interviews, classroom 
observations. 
Capture method: 
Field notes made during 
document analysis and 
in classroom. 
Semi-structured 
interviews with staff and 
students. 

settings. 
To explore the attitudes, perceptions and  
positioning of educators and non-teaching staff 
involved in entrepreneurship and enterprise 
provision in HE . 

equipment to record interviews and 
observations – I might need technical 
support with this.  
Need to establish a protocol for 
analysing materials, including storage 
of field notes, documents and related 
issues from literature review 
(computer based). 
Need to attend training sessions 
around qualitative sampling, 
interviewing skills and computer 
aided data analysis using NVivo). 

to ensure informed consent. 
Need to emphasise confidentiality of 
discussions with staff and students 
around how enterprise is taught within 
particular disciplines/faculties. 
 

4. How do female 
students from a range 
of social backgrounds 
respond to and 
experience enterprise 
and entrepreneurship 
education in HE? 

Sources: 
Female students from a 
range of disciplines who 
are taking enterprise 
related modules and/or 
accessing informal 
enterprise sessions  
Classroom observations 
Staff involved in 
entrepreneurship and 
enterprise activities both 
formally and informally 
Capture method: 
Semi-structured 
interviews with 
enterprise educators 
Semi-structured 
interviews with students 
Classroom observations 

To aid exploration of student habitus and 
capital. 
Linking individual life histories and responses 
to entrepreneurial attitudes and motivations. 

Need to carefully manage my own 
time and that of student participants 
as in final-year. 
Time and resource implications - I 
will transcribe the interviews and 
classroom recordings these provide an 
insight into the experience of the 
curriculum and will be analysed using 
NVivo. 
Need to update my skills of 
computer-aided analysis (NVivo). 
Issue of the time needed to prepare 
code and analyse the transcripts. 

Need to be clear about research focus 
and purpose (but in a way that does not 
influence or bias participant responses). 
 
Need to ensure that this does not place 
undue stress on students in their final- 
year and that I make the process as clear, 
manageable and enjoyable as possible 
for them.  

5.  What influence (if 
any) do institutional and 
teacher approaches to 
entrepreneurship and 
entrepreneurship affect 
female students and their 
perceptions of their 
chances of success as 
entrepreneurs?  
 

Source: 
Semi-structured 
interviews with students 
informed by previous 
data production and 
analysis 
Capture method: 
semi-structured 
interviews with students 
and staff 

To aid exploration of student habitus and 
capital. 
Linking individual life histories and responses 
to entrepreneurial attitudes and motivations. 
Analysis of individual life histories and 
responses to the curriculum to explore how an 
individual’s habitus and capital might inform 
their response to the curriculum. Recorded for 
ease of transcription and analysis and to 
support validity. 

Need to update my skills of computer 
aided analysis. 
Issue of the time needed to prepare 
code and analyse the transcripts. 
Need long-term access to audio 
equipment. 
 
 

Need to ensure confidentiality and 
anonymity is sustained in outlining any 
findings. 
Need to offer participants the 
opportunity to clarify or withdraw 
previous comments or responses in 
interview sessions. 



 


